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Corner

The world of work is changing 
– recently a study suggested 65% 
of students in Kindergarten today 
will be in “new” jobs – ones we 
haven’t even thought about today! 
Thus, some considerations for 
young people; learn how to code, 
the technicalities of fixing robots 
and above all, the interpersonal 
skills that are critical to working 
with individuals to make those other 
things happen.

How about it? Do you think this 
is reasonable over the next 15 years? 
How would you direct today’s youth 
for the future?

Please share your thoughts.
Email: sherry@dimension11.com
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Sherry Knight is President & CEO of 
Dimension 11 Ltd. Listen to Sherry 
every Wednesday, noon on CJTR 
91.3FM (cjtr.ca). To receive Knight 
Views in your inbox, send an email to
subscribe@dimension11.com.
Comments and suggestions welcome.
Sherry’s on Twitter! Follow at:
www.twitter.com/SherryKnightD11

QUOTE
“Christmas gift suggestions: 
to your enemy, forgiveness. 
To an opponent, tolerance. 

To a friend, your heart. 
To a customer, service. 

To all, charity. 
To every child, a good example. 

To yourself, respect.”

~ Oren Arnold

HOW NOT TO LOSE YOUR JOB 
OVER A DRINK!

Yes, it does happen! How, you ask? 
Well, let’s count the ways as we 
get near to the time of year when 

office get togethers become common. You 
have undoubtedly experienced the “uh-oh” 
situation and hopefully it was not yourself.
Christmas time is a joyous time, even 
for those who are not of the religious 
background that started the celebrations. 
Regardless, everyone will be drawn into 
get-togethers of one kind or another. To 
keep yourself on the up-and-up, consider the 
following as your “stay out of jail free card.”

 ♦ Arrive on time if there is a meal to be 
served. Those who are tardy often hold up 
the meal while they get their drink at the 
bar. This can mean the meal is heated too 
long before it is served making it dry, or in 
different situations, cold.

 ♦ If the event is held in someone’s 
home a gift is appropriate (it shows 
your consideration for the host/hostess 
who have a lot of work to do – clean up 
the house, get a sitter for the kids, buy 
the drinks, prepare the food and more). 
Consider drinks, food, a plant (cut flowers 
only when sent ahead so the host/hostess 
has time to put them in a vase to display).

 ♦ Find a moment early in the evening 
to seek out whoever is hosting the 
event and offer your pleasure at having 
been included and say something nice/
appropriate about the event.

 ♦ When invited to attend an office 
function consider having 1 drink 
throughout the event. This way there is 
virtually no opportunity to over imbibe.

 ♦ If one drink doesn’t work for you, then 
limit yourself to 1 every couple of hours to 
help you stay below the .04 consumption 
limit these days.

 ♦ Better yet, if you plan to have a drink - 
take a taxi to and from the event.

 ♦ If you have a bone to pick with someone 
– i.e. your boss – this is the time to keep 
quiet and enjoy the evening. Run off at 

the mouth and you may find yourself in 
trouble the next day at the office.

 ♦ Keep your clothes on! No one wants to 
see your fabulous body at a party.

 ♦ This is no place to grab _ss, throw your 
tongue down someone’s throat or feel 
the opposite sex up; unless of course you 
are okay with being charged with sexual 
harassment.

 ♦ As with arriving on time, it is 
appropriate to leave at the designated time 
– not hours later!

 ♦ Before you leave find the host/hostess 
and give your “thank you” for the great 
time you had.

 ♦ The next day send a stamped, written/
printed thank you to the host/hostess – yes 
I know, you’re thinking email. Forget it 
– this is the time to let people know you 
noticed their efforts and nothing does that 
better than taking a few moments to do 
something out of the ordinary!

During this Christmas season all of us at 
Dimension 11 wish you the best for a safe, 
relaxed and fun holiday season. With just a 
few considerations you can hold your head 
high and know you are not the one to be 
talked about at the cooler the day after!


